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Art Unit: 2617 

1 . The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 



DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Remarks 

2. This action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on March 22, 2006. 
Claims 6 -13, and 18-21 are still pending in the present application. This Action is 
made FINAL. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed on 3/22/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

4. Applicant argues against a rejection that was previously applied in the earlier 
office action rejection. The arguments are not convincing and the examiner can 
maintain the previous rejection. The applicant argues, "that the shiftable pivot 
structure that is slideably mounted in the base andpivotably connecting with the 
cover recited in ciaim 6 is not disclosed in the U.S. Patent No. 6,934,568". Charlier 
clearly discloses a shiftable pivot structure slideably mounted in the base and pivotably 
connecting with the cover at a pivotal connection point (See Charlier figure 1-4, col. 2 
lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). 

5. The applicant argues, "Applicants consider that the hinge pivotally 
connected between the flip housing 12 and the base housing 14 is an element 
with similar function as the shiftable pivot structure, but the hinge is a kind of 
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fixed pivot structure and would be damage easily. In addition, Applicants assert 
that Charlier et al. fail to teach or suggest the use ofshiftable pivot structure". 

Charlier discloses a shiftable pivot structure slideably mounted in the base and pivotably 
connecting with the cover at a pivotal connection point. This pivotal structure as can be 
seen from figure 3, is slideably moveable along with the base into the extendable 
housing 14 in the same manner as the applicant's shiftable pivot structure 230 slideably 
moves into the pivotal accommodation groove 224 (See Charlier figure 1-4, col. 2 
lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). Charlier further discloses the motivation and use for this 
pivotal structure is to provide user interface protection when not in use. It would be 
obvious that the idea of interface protection can be extended to include protection of the 
pivotal structure (See Charlier col.2 lines 18-19). 

6. The applicant argues, "there is no teaching or suggestion provided by 
Charlier et al. or Hayashi to substitute a fixed pivot structure with a shiftable pivot 
structure. The prior-art references do not contain any suggestion (expressed or 
implied) that they be combined, or that they be combined in the manner 
suggested". The reference Hayashi was used for rejection of the original claims 6 and 
1 8 in reference to keypad on the base and a display on the cover. Chartier, however, 
further discloses the motivation and use for this pivotal structure is to provide user 
interface protection when not in use. It would be obvious that the idea of interface 
protection can be extended to include protection of the pivotal structure (See Charlier 
col.2 lines 18-19). 
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7. The applicant argues with respect to claims 7-9, "that the feature "pivotal 
accommodation groove" recited therein is not disclosed by Charlier et al. and is 
non-obvious". Charlier inherently discloses an electronic device wherein the base 16 
slides into the extendable housing 14. So the housing 14 inherently has to have grooves 
so that the base 16 slides on it (See Charlier figure 1- 4, col. 2 lines 45-67, col.2 lines 
1-15). 

8. With respect to claims 9-1 1 , the applicant argues that Charlier fails to disclose 
that "the pivotal connection point between the shiftable pivot structure and the 
cover is movable between a first position in which the pivotal connection point is 
located inside the pivotal accommodation groove and a second position in which 
the pivotal connection point is located outside the pivotal accommodation 
grove". Charlier discloses an electronic device wherein the pivotal connection point 42 
(figure 3) between the shiftable pivot structure (42, 22, 16) and the cover 14 is movable 
between a first position in which the pivotal connection point is located inside the pivotal 
accommodation groove and a second position in which the pivotal connection point is 
located outside the pivotal accommodation groove (See Charlier figure 1-5, col. 2 
lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). Further the applicant argues, "that the hinge is not 
covered by the flip housing 12 anytime. Therefore, Applicant asserts tiiat the 
hinge shown in the above drawing can "NOT" make the shiftable pivot structure 
recited in claims 9-11 obvious". Charlier discloses that the hinge 42, is covered by 
the extendable housing 14 (See Charlier figure 1- 5, col. 2 lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1- 
15). 



I . 
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9. With respect to claims 18-21, the applicant argues that Charlier or Hayashi fail to 
teach or suggest that "a shiftable pivot structure sUdeably mounted in the base 
between first and second positions and pivotably connecting with the cover at a 
pivotal connecting point, wherein when the shiftable pivot structure is at the first 
position, the pivotal connecting point is located in the base and when the 
shiftable pivotal structure is at the second position, the pivotal connecting point 
is located outeide the base". Charlier disclose the limitation mentioned in the above 
quotation (See Charlier figure 1-4, col. 2 lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). The 
reference Hayashi was used for rejection of the original claims 6 and 18 in reference to 
keypad on the base and a display on the cover. The applicant further argues, "either 
Charlier et al. or Hayashi also fail to teach or suggest that moving the shiftable 
pivot structure from the first position to the second position when the cover is 
closed to the base, such that the shiftable pivot structure is moved outside the 
base". Charlier inherently teaches that moving the shiftable pivot structure from the first 
position to the second position when the cover is closed to the base, such that the 
shiftable pivot structure is moved outside the base (See Charlier figure 1-4, col. 2 
lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). 

1 0. The applicant argues, "there must be some suggestion, motivation, or 
teaching in the prior art that would have led a person of ordinary sidll in the art to 
select the references and combine them in the way that would produce the 
claimed invention". Applicant further argues, "there is no suggestion, motivation, 
or teaching in the prior art that would have led a person of ordinary sidll in the art 
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to select the references and combine Uiem in tfie say that would produce the 
claimed invention". The reference Hayashi was used for rejection of the original 
claims 6 and 18 in reference to keypad on the base and a display on the cover. Charlier 
provide sufficient basis for rejection of the claims (See Charlier figure 1- 4, col. 2 lines 
45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). 

1 1 . The applicant argues, "the test of whether it would have been obvious to 
select specific teaching and combine them as did the applicant must still be met 
by identification of some suggestion, teaching, or motivation in the prior art, 
arising from what the prior art would have taught a person of ordinary skill in the 
field of the invention." Charlier disclose all the limitations of the pending claims as 
they stand. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

12. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

13. Claims 6-13 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Charlier et al. (US 6,934,568) 

14. With respect to claim 6, Charlier discloses a handheld electronic device 
comprised of a base and a cover. Furthennore, Charlier discloses a shiftable pivot 
structure slideably mounted in the base and pivotably connecting with the cover at a 
pivotal connection point (See Charlier figure 1- 4, col. 2 lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). 



Application/Control Number: 10/655,900 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2617 

15. With respect to claim 18, Charlier discloses a method of using a handheld 
wireless communication device which has a base and a cover and the cover having a 
display thereon, a shiftable pivot structure slideabiy mounted in the base between first 
and second positions and pivotably connecting with the cover at a pivotal connecting 
point, wherein when the shiftable pivot structure is at the first position, the pivotal 
connecting point is located in the base and when the shiftable pivot structure is at the 
second position, the pivotal connecting point Is located outside the base, the method 
comprising: (a) moving the shiftable pivot structure from the first position to the second 
position when then cover is closed to the base; and (b) pivoting the cover about the 
pivotal connecting point in a direction that the cover is away from the base to thereby 
open the cover to a position that the handheld wireless communication device can be 
operated (See Charlier figure 1- 4, col. 2 lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). 

16. With respect to claim 7, Charlier discloses a handheld electronic device wherein 
the base defines a pivotal accommodation groove receiving the shiftable pivot structure 
therein (See Charlier figure 1-4, col. 2 lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). 

1 7. With respect to claim 8, Charlier discloses a handheld electronic device wherein 
the pivotal accommodation groove extends through an end of the base to define an 
opening therein (See Charlier figure 1- 5, col. 2 lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). 

1 8. With respect to claim 9, Charlier discloses a handheld electronic device wherein 
the pivotal connection point between the shiftable pivot structure and the cover is 
movable between a first position in which the pivotal connection point is located inside 
the pivotal accommodation groove and a second position in which the pivotal 
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connection point is located outside the pivotal accommodation groove (See Charlier 
figure 1- 5, col. 2 lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). 

19. With respect to claim 10, Charlier discloses a handheld electronic device wherein 
the pivotal connection point is moved from the first position to the second position 
groove through the opening (See Charlier figure 1- 5, col. 2 lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1- 
15). 

20. With respect to claim 1 1 , Charlier discloses a handheld electronic device wherein 
when the pivotal connection point is located at the second position, the cover Is pivotal 
relative to the base (See Charlier figure 1- 5, col. 2 lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). 

21 . With respect to claim 12, Charlier discloses a handheld electronic device wherein 
the cover has a first pivot sleeve and the shiflable pivot structure has a second pivot 
sleeve, a shaft extending in the first and second pivot sleeves to pivotably connect the 
cover and the shiftable pivot structure together (See Charlier figure 4). 

22. With respect to claim 1 3, Charlier disclose a handheld electronic device wherein 
the shiftable pivot structure has a U-shaped configuration (See Charlier figure 1- 5, 
col. 2 lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). 

23. With respect to claim 19, Charlier discloses a method comprising of pivoting the 
cover about the pivotal connecting point in a direction that the cover is toward the base 
to thereby close the cover; and moving the shiftable pivot structure from the second 
position to the first position (See Charlier figure 1- 5, col. 2 lines 45-67, col.2 lines 1- 
15). 
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24. With respect to claim 20, Charlier discloses a method wherein the cover 
comprises a first pivot sleeve and the shiftable pivot structure comprises a second pivot 
sleeve, a shaft extending in the first and second pivot sleeves to pivotably connect the 
cover and the shiftable pivot structure together (See Charlier figure 1- 5, col. 2 lines 
45-67, col.2 lines 1-15). 

25. With respect to claim 21 , Charlier discloses a method wherein the shiftable pivot 
structure has a U-shaped configuration (See Charlier figure 1- 5, col. 2 lines 45-67, 
col.2 lines 1-15). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

26. Claims 1-5 and 14-17 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

27. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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28. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

29. Shin Patent No. 6,973,186 discloses a slide type mobile phone using slide 
module. 

30. SanGlovanni Patent No. 6,850,784 discloses a modular two body design for 
Integration of mobile computing device features with a wireless communication device. 

31 . Lim Patent No. 6,628,974 discloses a folder operating apparatus for cellular 
phone. 

32. Kim et al. Patent No. 6,980,840 discloses a drawer type mobile phone. 

33. Kaneko Patent Publication No. 2003/0.162,560 discloses a folding cellular phone 
and slide cellular phone. 

34. Okuda et al Patent No. 6,81 9,947 discloses a foldable portable telephone. 

35. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sayed T. Zewari whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6851 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-4:30. 

36. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester G. Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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37. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



April 17, 2006 



Sayed T. Zewari 




